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150 years

150 years – Young or Old?

150 Years governmental hydrography, Thomas Dehling

First Hydrographic Offices as such:

 Sweden 1643

 France 1720

 Denmark 1784

 UK 1795

Young - compared to some other countries
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150 years

Due to its geographical situation, Germany as a country had
(and somewhat still has) geopolitically and infrastructurally a continental orientation.

In contrast to that, the coastal regions in Germany have a long tradition in using the sea as
seafarers.

The Hanseatic League with cities like Lübeck and Rostock is a good example for that
tradition. These merchants followed their own interests, a nationwide use of hydrography
was not in the scope and power of the federal system.
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Old – taking into account the german history
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150 years

On 25 September 1861

The Prussian King Wilhelm I.

installed the

Hydrographic Bureau

The tasks were:

• Surveying the coast, harbours,
estuaries etc.

• Production, correction and
aquisition of charts

• Provision of nautical instruments

• Notices to mariners
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Governmental
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There have been charts before

1861, but mainly

• not for nautical use,

• produced by other countries

(secret, military use),

• unclear or even false

information,

• not covering the whole area

of interest,

• outdated.
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Governmental
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Since 1861:

- Systematic surveys

and resurveys

- Charts regularly updated

- Common layout

- On a sustained basis

- official

From the originally naval perspective the scope had been

extended since then to all kinds of uses and users
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Hydrographic Surveying
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Since 1799 surveys on a scientific basis by Beautemps-

Beaupre, much has changed since then, but not everything.
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Hydrographic Surveying

150 Years governmental hydrography, Thomas Dehling
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Hydrographic Surveying

Survey vessel – basically unchanged?

-Peilboot im Einsatz
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positioning

sounding
recording

leading

stearing
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Hydrographic Surveying

In the 1950s

- plumb rod, sextant, ... still similar
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Hydrographic Surveying

Research Vessel „Meteor“

1925
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Sounding line

versus

Echosounder
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Hydrographic Surveying

Survey from 1950
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Hydrographic Surveying

Vessel are still the main survey platform

-Examples of former Survey Vessels
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Jordan
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Hydrographic Surveying

Analogue print of an Echo Sounder with annotated depths
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Hydrographic Surveying

The data density has slightly improved.
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Nautical charts and publications

Nautical Charts of Warnemünde

1900
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1904

150 Years governmental hydrography, Thomas Dehling 1900
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Nautical charts and publications

Nautical Charts of Warnemünde 1904
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Nautical charts and publications

Nautical Charts of Warnemünde 1904

Illustrations on the paper chart („perspective views“)
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1928/1937
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1958
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1958 1960
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2011
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Nautical charts and publications

Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS)

- 1984: first prototype

of an elctronic chart

- 1988: active German

role in the ECDIS

development started

- 2012: mandatory

carriage requirement
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Nautical charts and publications

1849-1869 Hydrographische
Nachrichten

Since 1869 Nachrichten für Seefahrer

(Notice to Mariners)

Since 1883 seperate publication

1950-1990 In GDR: Nautische
Mitteilungen für
Seefahrer
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Nautical charts and publications

160 (!) Volume

Nautisches Jahrbuch

(Nautical Almanac)

still quite some users

still producing a net income
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International Cooperation

Standards for Hydrographic Surveying

- INT 1

- S100

Capacity Building

Leisure Craft Charts

- Poland/Germany
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More years to come with new tasks
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150 Years
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